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Weald from the air
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Introduction

Why hav€ a Vlllago De3ign
Stai€mont?

The Town Planning process is
undergoing the greatest change
since its introduction over 50 years
ago. The Government said in July
2002, "For too long, people have
been alienated by a planning
system which has act€d in the
community's name but without its
support. Our proposals will open
up the planning syslem and
increase participation right from the
start ofthe process. Pooole must
engag€ with plans tor dovelopmenl
in th€ir area." The Vlll.ge D€slgn
Statemgnt ls part of thlg procesr
and gnabl€! tho communlty to
havo gome lnput Inlo local
plannlng matior3.

Whai 18 a Vlllago Deslgn
Statoment?

A Village Design Statement has to
be broadly in acco.dance with the
advice and objectives of the
Countryside Ag€ncy and an
elfective Village Design Statement:

. is developgd, researched,
written and edited by local
p€ople;

. is represontrativ€ of lh€ views of
the village as a whole:

has involved a wid€ section of
the village community in its
production;

describos lhe visual characte.
of the village;

demonstrates how local
charact€r and distinctiveness
can b6 protected and enhanced
in new development;

draws up design principles
which are compatible with the
statutory planning system and
the local planning context and
are suitable for approval as
supplernentiary planning
guidance:

is applicable to allforms and
scale of development;

is about managing change, not
preventing it.

How the Vlllago D$ign
Statoment was Droducad

The village design statement
covers the whole of the parish. ln
compiling this Statement all ol the
village were invited to give their
views and alloDinions were taken
into account. These vi€ws and
opinions w6r€ gathered through
questionnaires, meetings,
presentations and discussions.
The statements and conclusions
set out here .epresent th6 views of
th€ majority of the community.

The consullation with the residents
of the village look place during
2002t3.



History of the village

The oldest part ofthb bulldlng is
from the 15th Century.

',"%

Weald vallage and its surrounding
parish lies on the southern side of
the Greensand Ridge on the edge
of Kenvsussex Weaid. The village
is buill on a knoll formed by the flow
of two sheams-

Occupation by man and the start of
agricultural praclices resulted in
substantial tree clearance, leaving
small areas of copse, a syslem of
hedges, and some trees. The field
pattern has remained unchanged
for over 500 years.

The clay soil made travel very
difficult in winter, and only the
importanl routes between London
and the coasl were maintained.
Weald did nol have an ancient
route passing through it to be
developed into a major road and
this is one of the reasons why the
village has managed to preserve
its rural character.

The earl iest buildings in the vi l lage
are over 600 years old.

The village developed slowly and
randomly unti l the end ofthe First
World War- Since then large areas
of land have changed hands as
well as farms and smallholdings.
Small housing estates were built
on some of lhis land. Ribbon
development and infilling took
place. The village primary school
which opened in Victorian times is
a focal point in the village.

Map of villago from 1889. Parlsh Church.

The parish church started its life as
a chapel in 1822 and since '1896
has remained substantial ly the
same. The rai lway and the
Sevenoaks tunnel were completed
by 1868 but no station was buill lo
serve the village. Shops, garages
and public houses deveioped and.
although fewer now, they are still
an integral part of village life.

After the Second World War the
housing in the vi l lage was
increased substantial ly and by the
late 1970's the'Vil lage Envelope'
was defined. The purpose of this
was to stop the spread of buildings
on Green Belt land.

Catholic Church
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The Village Today

The parish is within the
Metropoli tan Green Belt (MGB) and
entirely within lhe Kent Downs Area
of Outstanding Natural Beauty
(AONB) which is equivalent to a
National Park in lerms of landscape
quality. l t  is also defined as a
Special Landscape Area (SLA).
Within the parish there is a Siie of
Special Scientif ic Interesl (SSSI)
and Sites of Nature Consetualion
Interest. (SNCI)

The parish is mainly mixed
farmland with the village of Weald
placed within i l .  Field sizes sti l l
remain relal ively smallalthough a
number of hedges have been
removed in the past to enlarge
them. This has oflen left isolated
lrees marking the original hedge
line. Farms have become larger
and many farmhouses, once each
the cenke of a small farm, are now
private hoirses unconnected with
the surrounding farmland Farm
buildings in many instances have
been conveded for privale
dwell ings or commercial use.

Since the end of the Second World
War lhe spaces between houses
have gradually been f i l led in.
Orchards and farmland within the
vil lage envelope were developed in
the 50's and 60's lo form mainly
cul-de-sac developmenls of 20 or
so houses. Inf i l l ing continued
regularly and mosl of the available
land has been developed.



!
Church

The Village of Weald: Amenities

3

ocwncopyd!|tl'

al$
ss

t:

\o;e 
^

\J}

I

lo\
ioo
j [ ,

,u
a*;

K'

t

\

Mothodl.t ChaDol

E

Garage T€nnlB Courts

School

Shop

in i<";:
Lja 'slj" r
: o 6off*6

l . f  q * s, -tP

i'Y'-';
t jttp,'N

*r:-,"rrc.l

ffi
Allotmonts

Vlllago Gr.on Vlllage Hell



Residents'Views

A questionnaire was
mads and dletributed at
various functions held in
the villag6. Functions
includ€d Jubilee Day
picnic perty (the Villag€
Design Siatem€nl lsunch
day), the PTA iet€, and
End of Jubil€€ Y€ar
show. Quesilonnalres
wer€ also dlstrlbuted to
indlvldua18 wh€never the
opportunlty occurred.

The qu66tionnaire was
d€signed io find the
"Likeg and 'Dislikgs"
r€sidenb might have of
lhe villags and attempted
not to lead the reclplenis
too much by asklng
sp€clfic quesilons. The
questlonnalrs asked:

What 18 ll about th6
villag€ ihat mad6 you
decide lo livo here? For
exemple, it is e quiel end
pretty village: it is clos€ to
Sgvenoaks ygt is clgarly
in lh€ country; it has
good access to motorway
and rail systems.

What a8p€c18 of the
vlllage and lb
sunoundings do you lik€
and what do you dislik€?

Whal are the things that
particularly represeni lhe
character of lhe village?
What aspecls of design
are lhere lhat should be
pressrv€d, or sxamples
of dev€lopment ihat
should not b€ repeat€d?

Numbor of "Llkosl r€cordod
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Children's Views

Nunber of "Llkaaf Ecordod
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Th€ 8choolchildren
were also asksd to
wrlte lheir'Likes"
and "Dislikes" of
the village. Thirty-
eight children ag€d
7lo 11 .esponded
with a tolal of 9'l
likes and 29
dislikes.

Numb.r of "Dldlk.d record.d



THE VILLAGE SEEN FBOM HUBBARD'S

The Village Context
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DESIGNATION

S]TE OF SPECIAL
SCIENTIFIC INTEREST

S]TE OF NATURE
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THE VILLAGE ENVELOPE
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THE RAILWAY SKIRTS
THE VILLAGE

THE VILLAGE SEEN FBOM MORLEY'S FARM



The Village Environmenl

Weald village is set in gentle, hilly,
attractivo countryside which is
designated as an Ar€a of
Outstanding Natural Beauty and
Soecial Landscaoe Area. There
are beautiful views both from within
the village and from many points
round it. Preservation of the
surrounding countryside and its
stiatus is ot paramount importance
and great care must b€ taken in
any changes made.

The feature ot tr€es dotted about
fields, small copses randomly
placed around tho village and
hedged fields are well-liked and
adds to th€ overall beauty ofthe
area. Walking in the aroa is
enjoyed not only by the residents
but by numerous visitors. There
are many exc€llent toot paths and
bridl€ ways in the parish.

The village is a properly functioning
one. lt has €volved in an
unsiructured way as a place for
ordinary people to l ive. Thereisno
"High Street" as villag€ shops and
other facilities are dott€d around
the village. This lack of structure
or formality in the layout is well-
liked and should be preserved.
l\,lodern housing d€velopments
have deviatod from this
unshuctured a angement and
detract from the character of the
vil lage.



Th€ Grgen and its surrounding
buildings, trees and views
epitomise lhe character of the
village, Wherev€r on6 looks in and
around the villago the visw may be
described as very pleasant. lt is
not necessarily sp€ctacular but
quintessontially English and
residents do not want it changed.
Similarly, vi6ws of the village from
vantago points around show the
villag6, in g€neral, to be well
shield€d by tre6s and unobtrusive.

Views towards the ridg€ are
important but are in danger of
bsing spoiled by Inappropdato
building on th6 rldg6.

The village is not a suburb of
Sevenoaks as it is surrounded by
counlryside, lt is self contained
and entirely distinct from any other
settlement This is well-liked.

The villago boundary may be
reviewed during preparation of the
n€w Local D€velopment
Fram€work.



The Vi l lage Bui ld ings

Houses

There is a wide range of housing n
the vi l lage and residents span al l
ages. This heips the vi l lage extsl
as an entity. l l  s a very atlractrve
vi age 10 lve n and being in the
Southeast, these factors cause
house pnces to be above avelage
As t ime passes this wil  count
against people with young famrl ies,
f irst or second l ime buyers and
those looking for cheaper rented
accommodation. As t ime passes
th s wil lchange the mix of peop e
and alter the character and Indeed
the viabil i ly of the vi l lage.

. Th€ mlx ot hou8lng In lh€
vllleg6 must be pl€sarwd.

\

- . , .

Details

Houses in the v l lage are an eclectic
mix ranging from fi f teenlh cenlury
houses, Victorian cotlages, 60 s
culs de-sac and modern
constTucltons.

There is no single stye of house to
represenl the vrl lage, however,
there are features which are
trad t onal in the Kent style These
include the use of mellow red
bricks, use of biLre brick-ends to
make patterns in lhe walls; weathea
boarding and wood cladd ng; t i le
hung walls, gables, and smal-
paned windows.

. Dsdgn of nrw bulldlngs and
alteratlons thould rccognise
thg local draract€ri8tics for
buildlngs.



Most buildings, anci€nt and
modern, ar€ buildings of thslr time.
Changos to existing bulldings
should maintain the originsl
character, New bulldlngs n6ed to fit
into the existing vlllag€ envircnment
and not d€tracl from or overwh€lm
surrounding bulldlngs.

Somg residents consider that
houses such 8s th6 60's
developments did nol l,ake hsed of
ths villag€ structure at the time and
chang€d th6 oxisting village
cnaraqer.

Th€ vlllage was originally stockod
with smallor houses and cottiag€s
8nd caroful consideration should
be giv€n to the siz€ ot hous€ thet
might b€ permitted. D€velopments
have tended to increaso ihe
averag9 siz€ of houses oither by
€xtensions or by bulldlng large
properties which are out of
character. Smaller houses ar€
attractivg but many of th6se have
been extended or r6buill.
Therefore, in ord6r to maintain
balance of property in the village it
is telt that develoomonts of smaller
housing units would b€ preferr€d.

Dev€lopmonts must be good,
modern design but sympath€tic to
the vlllag€ environment. Larger
bulldlngs are not natural to the
vlllago and may change its
cnaract6r.



The Village Community

Many rosld€nts comment on the
considerable community spirit
within th€ vlllage and ther€ are
many w€ll-supported village
organisations both socigl and
sporting, Thl8 community splrlt is
encouraged by residents' living In a
ploasant environm€nt with a
number of am€nltles including
allotments and tennls courts whlch
are conducive to engend€ring
oersonal contact. Th€rs are a
numbor ot riding siablos situat€d in
the parish. Adding lo this ther€ is a
good social mix with no overt villago
hierarchy.

Residents wlth young children
remark upon the suil,ability ofthe
village for bringlng up children and
they generally consider it safe. Tho
school is held In high regard and is
an essentigl part ofthe community.

Whil€ lt is acc€pted that the
viability ofany shop, pub, garage
and simllar in the villag€ ls th€
responslbllity ot the own€r these
places form an integral part ofthe
fabric ot the community. Contsci
between villagers is made at th€se
places, all addlng to the ssnso of
community. Loss of any such
Enl€rprise would undermino the
conditions for maintaining a
community spirlt. Any
d€velopm€nt or change should
take lnto account thE eff€ct on
p.€8snl business€s.

Tho churchgs are active and many
events and activities are organiBod
bv them.



Village Urbanisation

irany people ol lhe village came to
escaDe f.om thg urbsn
environm€nt, Others who w6r€
oither bom h€re or have b6en h6r€
a long time fe€l thal lt has changed
too much and the rural character is
being eroded. Onc€ urbanisation
ol any vlllage occurs it is very
difflcult lo revers6. Resid€nts did
not come h€re to b€ in an urban
snvironm6nt.

Th6 vlllag€ r€tains I tradilional
rural atmosph€re. Thers 18 not an
overwhelming teeling of belng back
in time but thgr€ ar€ many asp€cts
which remain and modemising
thgm is nol ssen a8 any gr6at
advanlage.

The village grEw out of a collection
of farm-workers' houses placed in
close proximity to orchards and
frelds which in bygone times wer€
bounded by hodges and trees and,
with th€ comlng of th€ railway,
railway work€r6' houses, Hedges
romain in many plac€s in the
vlllage and many gre anci€nt and
are a distinct and well liked fsature
of th6 village. They are In
Drof€r6nc€ to walls and fences.
This asp€ct and the lack ot hard
kerbs and harsh pavlng in most
parls of the villag€ adds to the
country feel.

Some items of stre€t furniture may
be described 9s too harsh for the
snvlronm€nt lh€y are in. Although
this street fumilure is noeded for
the public lhere is scope for
rationalising it or softening its
rmpaq.

There are no street lights in the
village. In gen€ral this is seen as
an advantagE In that it gives a
country teellng at night. Too bright
privately Install€d lights appear lo
b€ dlsllk€d by many residents as
th€y tend to spoilthis country t€el.

T€lscommunications masts ar6
disllked.



Traffic

Communications

The village is within striking
distance ofthe M25 with its relative
ease of access to airports and olher
parts of the country. lt isalsoclose
to Sevenoaks for the facilities of a
larger town. This, along with
convenient rail travel to London,
provides residents with all urban
based necessities while still living in
a rural communily.

However, closeness to airports and
major roads has the drawback of
noise from aircraft, both commercial
and recreational, and passing traffic
on the A21. Commercial aircGft
noise may have to be tolerated and
this is outside the scope of this
Statement. Recreational aircraft
noise should be subject to the
representation to the specific clubs
or organisalions.

Road kaffic noise from the A21 has
increased fi rstly through increased
traffic and secondly as a r€sult of
tree loss in the 1987 Great Storm.
Tree replacement could alleviate
this problem to some extent.

Traffic

The greatest concern of the
residents is the traffic in the village:
amount; speed; and parking.

The village has a number of
commercial enteerises including
farms. Gaza industrial estate. small
workshops as well as the garage,
the Post Office and other shops.
All these enterprises need to be
serviced wilh goods coming in and
product or bought goods going out.
All cause trafiic and the modern
trend is for larger lorries to be used
for economy. The heaviest
vehicles allowed on British roads
regularly come through the narrow
skeets of the village and they
frequently use roads which are
indicated as being unsuitiabl€ for
heavy vohicles and cause
obstruction and damage to v6rges.
The school in the village takes a
number of children from outside the
village and, with little public
transport, they are brought by car.



Roads and Pavements

There is a shortage of public and
private parking in the villag€ and
little opportunity to provide it. This
means that many cars are pgrked
outside tho own€rs' houses. lnfill
means that any spare space for
parking is denied to present
residents thereby aggravatlng the
proorem.

All roads into th6 village lend
themselv€s to vohicles' speeding
because th6 aoDroach is down hill
or roads ar€ perceived as "quiet
and littlo used' whgre excessive
sp€ed is conside.ed by drivsrs ag
acceDlable. Th€ roads into the
villag€ are narrow, winding and
have no pavements. This is s66n
by many r€sidsnls a8 adding
charm to the village but when
combined with spoedlng kafilc it
can be dangerous.

Some parts ofthe village a.e more
affected than oth€rs by passing
traffic and although there are no
major routos to any distinct
destination through th€ village a
consid€rable amount of trafiic
passes along most village roads.
The.oads are being us€d as a
back route to other villages
includingEdenbridge. Footpaths
away from roads wilhin th6 village
ar€ beneficial in s€parating
pedsstrians from traffic and give
oedgstrians access to other oarts
of the village.



Recommendations

Prevent developments spoiling
valuable views by:

. Prevenling obtrusive
development on the ridge

. Minimising the effect of
development in the village on
views from the ridge

. l\4inimising the visual impact of
telecommunications masts

Pr€sorvo tho onvironmenl round
the vlllage by:

. Preserving the status of Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty,
Special Landscape Area, Green
Belt, Site of Special Scientific
Interesl and Sites of Nature
Conservation lnterest.

. l\4aintain the present village
enve|ope.

. Preserving the countryside,
featuring hedges, dotted trees
and copses.

. Preserving individual trees, bells
of trees and hedges which are
particularly important to the
village setting.

Control development in and
around the vil lage by:

. Ensuring Utility Providers consull
the parish before carrying out
works contrary to the general
wishes expressed in this
Stalement.

Encouraging sympathetic
commercial enlerprises.

Promoting the conditions and
environment for shops, pub, Post
Ofilce, garage, school and
similar to thrive.

Maintain the village environmenl
Dy:

. l\4aintaining the informality of
layout of the village.

. Preserving the mix of housing in
the vil lage.

. Preserving the character of the
Green.

. Preserving the allotments as a
vil lage amenity.

Malnlaln and re6pecl the village
character by:

. Preserving lhe rural character of
lhe vil lage.

. Keeping new buildings and
extensions in scale with existing
buildings.

. Ensuring alterations and
extensions of buildings maintain
their original character.

. Discouraging walls and fencing,
especially security gates and
fencing, in favour of preserving
and encouraging hedges
containing bushes and trees of
traditional local native species.

. Not installing street lighting and
minimising private lighting.

. Discouraging harsh paving and
kerbs in favour of retaining soft
verges.

. Rationalising and minimising the
amount of sheet furniture,
notices and advertisements.

Limit the impact of parking
congeslion by:

. Fully recognising the
incremental amount of traffic
caused by any new enterprise.

. Recognise the parking needs in
any developments and take
account of parking space
reduction caused by infilling.

. Providing means to park off the
road when making deliveries
etc.

Recognise the need tor
ped€strian satoty by:

. Controlling traffic speed in the
country roads and in the village.

. Re-rouling traf{ic away from the
vil lage.

. As far as possible, providing
pedestrians from new
developments with the
opportunity to reach village
amenities without using village
roads.

Reducing environmental
pollution by:

. Reducing the noise from
passing trafiic on the A21.

. Reducing the noise impact of
any airf ield development.


