 
WEALD PARISH COUNCIL

MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 18th March, 2026
AT 7.15 P.M. in the Memorial Hall 
    
IN ATTENDANCE:  Mrs R Wood (in the Chair), Mrs L Harris, Mrs R Hewett, Mr R Trapp, Mrs C Beddoe, Mr S Brennan and Ms J Humphreys

Also attending were District Councillor Thornton, County Councillor Mayall, at the latter part of the meeting, the clerk and ten members of the public.  
 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – District Councillor Hogarth.  

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST – there was none.

3. MEETING HELD ON the 17th February, 2026 – the Minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman.
4. MATTERS ARISING

1.Next Litter Pick

Residents are invited to join the litter pick on Saturday 28th March from 10 a.m. at the Memorial Hall.   Free refreshments will be served in the Community Shop up to 12 noon for pickers.       

2. KCC Member Grant

    The clerk confirmed the receipt of a grant of £3,563.86 towards two new      
    replacement noticeboards in the centre of the village.  The Parish Council 
    thanked Cllr Mayall for his support.

3. Funding for upgrade of Children’s Play Area

   In advance of the meeting Ms. Humphreys forwarded on proposals 
   received from two contractors to the Parish Council.  These proposals 
   presented alternative plans for a new play area.  It was agreed that the
   alternative plans and play equipment be shared with pupils at Weald
   Community Primary School to select their favourite play equipment etc.  
   The alternative plans will also be shared with residents more widely at a
   meeting to be arranged in the Memorial Hall.

  The cost of the schemes presented is the region of £73,000 and £85,000,
  plus VAT.  The clerk indicated that the Parish Council could directly fund 
  approx. £30,000, plus VAT, so that third-party funding would be required
  to fund the balance of the cost. Ms. Humphreys and Mr Brennan are 
  currently pursuing third party funding sources.   
   
      
4. Feasibility of CCTV in areas of persistent littering
The clerk will share suggested posters to encourage residents and      visitors to reduce persistent littering in the village.
5. PC ’s contribution towards the maintenance of the graveyard  
The agreed PC contribution for 2026 (£1,000) has been acknowledged by St. George’s with thanks and appreciation.  
6. Update of Weald Speedwatch Group
Following the training by Kent Police of our volunteers the Speedwatch Group should be operational later in March.  Regular reports will be shared with the Parish Council. 
7. Update of Wild Flower Meadow
With input from members of the Horticultural Society a mix of wild flowers have been selected for the meadow.  These have been shared with Landscape Services who will send a formal quote to help design and work on the meadow.   

8. Village Design Statement/Neighbourhood plan – an Update 
The Parish Council has been advised that new legislation under the Levelling Up and Regeneration Act will mean that the above will be replaced by supplementary plans which will form part of a council’s development plans.  The full details of the above changes and their impact will not be advised by the UK Government for some months.  In light of the above, the Parish Council has postponed its plans until there is clarity about the proposed changes.      
9. PLANNING
Details of current planning applications are available on the Parish Council website.



10. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
The Meeting adjourned 8.00 p.m. 

The Meeting resumed at 8.10 p.m.



11. [bookmark: _Hlk1978596]ANY OTHER BUSINESS

    At a time when residents are concerned with the rising cost of 
    living they are encouraged to seek advice from the Hero Team
    at Sevenoaks District Council by:

    Emailing: hero@sevenoaks.gov.uk
    Telephoning 01732 227000

    The Team can provide personalized advice and support for:
    . saving money on fuel bills
    . debt, rent or mortgage advice
    . welfare benefits
    . and a range of other advisory services.   
    

               
          
   

   The Meeting closed at 8.20 p.m.  
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