WEALD PARISH COUNCIL

MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 17th June, 2026
AT 7.15 P.M. in the Memorial Hall 
    
IN ATTENDANCE:  Mrs R Wood (in the Chair),  Mrs R Hewett, Mr R Trapp, 
Mr S Brennan

Also attending were District Councillor Thornton, County Councillor Mayall, at the latter part of the meeting, the clerk and ten members of the public.  
 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – District Councillor Hogarth, Mrs Lucy Harris, Mrs Cathrin Beadoe and Ms Jo Humphreys.  

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST – there was none.

3. MEETING HELD ON the 15th April, 2026 – the Minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman.
4. MATTERS ARISING

1.Update on proposals for Children’s Play Area 

As Ms. Humphreys was unable to attend the Parish Council  the update will be provided at the next PC on 15th July, 2025          

2. Proposal to form a Sub-Committee to monitor progress of local      
   government re-organisation proposals  

   At Mr Trapp’s recommendation it was agreed that the Parish Council 
   should establish a Sub-Committee to follow the on-going progress on 
    the planned re-organisation of local government in Kent which will
    potentially have significant impact on the role and responsibilities 
    of Parish Councils.  

    The Sub-Committee to liaise with other parish councils in SDC and to         
    report back to the full Parish Council on a regular basis.  Mr Trapp        
    agreed to head this Committee and Mrs Hewett agreed to join.  Other 
    members are welcome to join.
         
         
   3. Sign off of Annual Governance and Accountability Report (AGAR)    
      2025/26
      
      Prior to the meeting the clerk circulated the AGAR for review and approval 
      by the Parish council.

      The contents of the AGAR have been reviewed and approved by Mrs     
      Harris, on behalf of the Finance Committee and by the Council’s
      Internal Auditor who confirmed to the Council that she is satisfied, in all   
      significant respects, that the control objections were being achieved
      throughout the year to a standard adequate to meet the needs of the
       Council.

       It was agreed that the AGAR should be signed and approved by the    
       Chairman and the clerk on behalf of the Parish council and that the
       AGAR should be submitted to External Auditor for their review.
             
4. PC’s Code of Conduct  
Following the meeting on 15th April, 2026, an undated version of the Code, incorporating changes recommended by Mr Brennan, were circulated to members for further changes/comments.  No further changes were made and the revised Code of Conduct stands as approved.  The clerk advised that the Code of Conduct will be reviewed annually as per the Parish Council’s Standing Orders   

5. Re-setting date for meeting with the MHC 
It was agreed, that subject to mutual availability the above meeting will be held on Monday 13th July at 7 pm in the Hall.  The meeting will consider the proposals being considered for the upgrade/replacement of the Memorial Hall.
6. PLANNING
Review of 26/01099/FUL – Land north of White House, Gracious Lane End.  The proposed objections to this application were circulated prior to the meeting.  There objections were upheld by the Parish Council and will be advised to  SDC.

The Parish Council had also lodged detailed objections with respect to
26/00257/FUL, Land East of Eggpie Cottage, Egg Pie Lane.  The Parish Council was advised that these objections will not be supported  and therefore the Officer’s recommendation to approve the applications will likely proceed. 

    The Parish Council’s request to SDC’s Enforcement Officer to clarify if 
    the property that was subject to 25/02115, the Bullpen, Wickhurst 
     Manor Farm is in compliance with Section 4) of Condition of approval 
     remains outstanding.    






7. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
The Meeting adjourned 8.00 p.m. 

The Meeting resumed at 8.10 p.m.



8. [bookmark: _Hlk1978596]ANY OTHER BUSINESS

The Parish Council expressed their considerable concern that the current set up of the junction between Hubbards Hill and Gracious Lane will result in a fatal accident.  

The Parish Council has voiced their concern to Kent Highways on numerous occasions including in June, 2026, when two collisions were recorded between vehicles at this junction.  Kent Highways took note of these incidents and urged the Parish Council and residents to report any further incidents which should highlight this junction for urgent 
remedial action.

Residents should please pass on their information to the clerk who will forward the details too Kent Highways.  

Please email clerk@wealdparishcouncil.gov.uk or
telephone 07879 841890  
               
          
   

   The Meeting closed at 8.20 p.m.  
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