WEALD PARISH COUNCIL

Notice of conclusion of the audit

Annual Return for the year ended 31° March 2026

Saction 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014
Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2015

1. The audit of accounts for the Council for the year ended 31
| March 2026 has been concluded.

2. The Annual Governance and Accountabllity Return is available
for inspection by any local government elector of the area of the

-{ Council on application to:‘

Jahn Caird, Clerk
Pagwood, Long Barn Road,
Weald, TN14 6NJ
Tel: 07879841890

clerk@wealdparishcouncil. gov.uk

3. Copies will be provided to any loca!l government elector on
payment of £1 for each copy of the Annual Retum,

Announcement made by, John Caird, Clerk

Date of announcement: 27" September, 2026




Section 3 — External Auditor's Report and Certificate 2025/26
intespectof  Weald ParishCouncil

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAQ). A limited
assurance review is not a full statatory audit, It does not constitute an audit carried out In accordance with International
Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland} and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an audit would.
The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit is appropriaie
for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor Is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with NAQ Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General, AGN 02 is available from the NAO website —
https:/fwww.nao.org.ukfcode-audit-practicelguidance-and-information-for-auditors/ .

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has

a sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountabllity Return in
accordance with Proper Practices which:

* summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2026 and

+ confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are retevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors.

2 External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2025/26

On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 ofthe Annual Governance and Accountability Returm, In 6Ur Gpinion the Information in Sections 1
and 2 of the Annuat Governance ang Accountability Return is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come 1o our
attention glving cause for concern that relevenit legistation and regulatory requirements have not been met,

[Other matters not affecting our opinion which we drew to the attention of the authonty:

Not applicable

3 External auditor certificate 2025/26

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return, and discharged our responsibiliies under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the
vear ended 31 March 2026

"We do not cerfify completion because:

Not applicabte

Extemal Auditor Name

 Forvis Mazars LLP, Newcastle'Upon Tyne, NE11DF

External Auditor Signature . -FO‘W&&MWSJ Ly " Date .23;.Sept_e_mbe.r2026
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Annual Internal Audit Report 2025/26
WEALD PARISH COUNCIL

www, wealdparishcouncil.gov.uk

During the financial year ended 31 March 2026, this authority's infernal auditor acting Independantly and on the
basls of an assessment of risk, carried out a selective assessment of compliance with the relevant procedures and
controls in operation and obtained appropriate avidence from (he authorily,

The internal audil for 2025/26 has been carded out in accordance with this authority’s nesds and planned coverage.
tn the basis of the findings In the areas examined, the internal audit conclusions are summarised In this tahle. Sat
out below are the objectives of internal control and alongside are the Internal audlt conclusions on whether, in all
significant respects, the control objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year to a standard adequate
to meet the needs of this aulthority.

yal.

8. This authority compliad with iis financial regulations, payments were supported by involces, aft
experditure was approved and VAT was approprlately accounled for,

A, Appropriate accounting records have been properly kept throughout the finane v
v
e This authosity assessed the significant rlsks fo achieving its objectives and reviewed the adaguacy | v
14
v

of arrangemants 1o manage these. o

1. The pracept or retes retuirement resulted from an sdeguate budgelary proceas: progress agalnst
tha hudidet was regulady monitored: and reserves were approprisate,

E. Expectad income was fully recelvad, based on correct pitces, proparly recorded and prompily
banked; and VAT was appropriately acoounted for. _

F. Cash payments were properly supnortad by receipts, all cash expenditure was approved and o v
VAT appropriately acceunted for. _ 1 :

. Balaries to employees and sflowances to mermbers were pald In accordance wilh His authorlty's
approvals, and PAYE and NI requirerents were properly applied,

H. Asset and mvestments fagjstes's were somplete and accurate and properly maintaine,

L Periodic bank account resonciilations were property candaed ot diring the vear,

4. Actoyunting slatements prapared during the year were epared on'lhe cormed accounting basis {recalpls
and paymenis or incorme and expenditura), agreed to the cash book, supported by an adequate augit
trail from urderlylng records and where appropriate deptors and ereditors were propary recorded.

. i the authorlly cerilfied itsell as exempt from a limited assurance review in 2024/25. 1t mot the ‘
axernplion criteria and coreatly declared itgell exempt. {If the authority had e lmited assurance X : W
review of [i5 2024/286 AGAR Hek 'not covered”) 8 '

L. The authority published the required information on & wabsite/wabpage up to date at the tine of the
Intarnal audit in accardance with the relevant lsgistation.

SO S

i,

In the year coverad by this AGAR, the authorily correctly providad for & periad for e exerdise of
public rights as requirad by the Acosunts and Audit Ragutations (cluing the 2025/20 AGAR pariod, | W
ware public righta in relation to the 2024-25 AGAR evidenced by a notive on the website andior
auifonty approvad mitutes confirming the dates sey),

M, The authority has comphied with the publication requiremants for 2024/25 AGAR v
(sua AGAR Page T Guidanes Notes), . !

Q. The aulhorlty has complied with laws, regulations & proper practices relating to digital and data v 1

compliance, . U S U SR
P. (For lacal counclls only) A rls o Nt ahiedi

Trust funds (including charitable) - The councll met jts ragponsibilities 28 a rusles, i , Fow ‘ §
For any ather risk areas identifled by this authority adequate controls existad {ist any ather risk aress on separate shaets If nestded),
Date(s) intarnal sudit undertaken Nama of person who cartied out the internsl audit

13f W?w&% Sandar Zaw MBA,CMA
b

Slanature of person who
carried cut the internal audil

5 0y S vy g
Date & f é&»f/ a,ﬁ}ﬁ»«%.
IF this rasponse T8 90" plosse state the Implivaticns and aetes haing taken to addresa anyIWeﬂkﬁm%'m sontéel fdeiftad {sdd
separile shiasts i needed), BRI : : : . T

Mok I th 'r@&%pamm i ‘mﬁz-a{:weraci‘-gleam wates wihen the mam.'réi:_@m; infesroal a_iadli-a-mﬂ-: wire doine i this acea and whai i s nayd plaved: o,
i gorveroge is noteiuired: tha anial interal ewdd feport ronst sxlain why not {odd sepae sheels if nasdieg). :
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Section 1T ~ Annual Governance Statement 20285/26

We ackrnowladge as the members of,

WEALD PARISH COUNGCIL

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of intetnal control, including arrangements for
the praparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2028, that:

1. We have put in place arrangemants for effeclive financial
management durlng the year, and for the praparation of
the accounting statermants,

prapared te aecounting staterments in accordfance
with the Accounts and Awdit Regriations,

Z. We maintained an.amaqt'lam wsimm of Intarnai coniro!

and carruption and revicwed fls effectiveness.

including measyres desigred to provent and detect lraud

Iratly proper arrangemants and accepled rasponsibitity
far safeguerding the public money snd regareas I
fts eharge.

3, We have agsured ourselves (hal there are no maifers
of actigl or potentts) ron-compliance with laws,
regulelions and Proper Praciices thal could have a
stghificant financial effect on the ability of this
authaiity o conduct lts business or manage its
finances,

hag only done what if has the fegal power ta do and has
complied with Propar Practices it doing 0,

S

. We provided proper oppartunity dung the yéar for
thw exarcise of slectors’ rights In actordance with tha
regirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

during the jfeezr' gave ail persons inferasted the opportinity to
inspect ard ask quastions aboui this aulhenly’s accounts,

f=

. We carriad cut an assessimsnt of the risks faging this
atthority and took appropiate steps io manage thoses

axlernal insurafice cover where required,

risks, including the Imtroduction of Internal cantrols andfar |

conaltieras! ard ducumented the nancial and oer risks it
fapes and daalt with them proparly.

=

, We malniaingd throughout (he yvoar an adequate e
affentive system of imeral audit of the aceownting
ragords and conlrol systems,

arranged for a competent persen, independent of the finansial
conliols and procedures, fo give an obfective vigw on whather
interreal contiols meet the needs of this smallsr authorily,

~F

- We 100k appropriale action on afl matters ralsed
in raports fram intemal snd external audit,

responded o matters brought lo its attention by internal and
extornal aLight,

. We considerad whether any litigation, liabiities or
commilinents, evenis o transactions, occuring either
during or afler the year-end, have a financial impect on

Irt the actounting slatemanis,

ths autherity snd, where appropriate, have inclyded them |

9. (For lozal councile only] Trist fuds including
charitable, In our capacity ds the sole managing
trustee we discharged our gocauntablity
responsibliities for the fund(g)fassets, nsluding
financial reporting and, if required, independent
examination or audis.

disciosed everything If should have a.’)duf fts business activity
during the year Incluiling events taling place after the year
and if ralevant,

a5 met all of s responsibilifies where, as a body
oipirate, il is a sole mansging tustes of & focal
tresst or trusts.

4

H). Wa have put In place mrangemenis for the effective iT
and data management in accardance with proper
practices during e year under review,

has mode suitable arrangements for it 1T end data
management and has complled with proper practices in
] tloing so.

“Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each ‘No’ rssponse and deseribe

how the authority wilt address tihe weaknesses identifiet, These shesis must be published with the Annual

Governancy Statement,

This Annual Governance Statemernt was spproved at a

meeting of the authority on:

(Motfzoz.4
and recorded as minute reference:

£

i PR

Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the maating where
apphrovat was given:

Chair

Clerk

www.wealdparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2026/26 for
4

WEALD PARISH COUNCIHL.

T, Balances brought Total balances and reserves al the beginning of the vear
forwerd 72,7719 111,794 as recorded in the francial records. Value must agree
. : fo Box 7 of previous year.
2. {+) Pracept or Rates and ' Total atnount of pracept (or for IDBs rates and lavies)
l.evies 48 200 47 400/ raceivad or recelvable in the year. Exclude any grants
recelved,
& [+) Tolal other receipts Total ncome or receipts ag rocorded in the cashbook loss
32,116 18,122} the precept or ratesitavies received (line 2), ihelude any
o grants received,
4. {-} Btaff costa Total expendiltre or payments made o and on hehaif
Erre of all employess. lnchide gross salaries an wages,
1 0"’70 1 0’286 emplovers N conlributions, employers pension
. contributions, gratulties and severance payments.
8. {-} Loan interest/capital : ) Total expenditure or payments of capited and ivtarest ;
repayments 3,325 3,2601 made dwing the ysar on the authority's borrowings (f any).
B, (- All other payments ‘f‘otaf experditure or payments as recorded in the coashi- '
32,404 37,984 book less steff costs (line 4) and loan interesticapital
rapayments (ling §).
7. (=) Balanues carried . Tolal balanees and reserves at the and of the year,
forware 111,794 125,786 must aqual (1+2+3) - (4+5+5),
8. Total value of cash and The sum of all current and deposit bank asecurnts, cash
short term invastmants 111,794 125,786| hotdings and short term investiments hefd as at 31 Mareh -
To agree with bank reconcliiation.
8. Total fixed assets plus The value of aff the propenly the authorily owns - It Js made _
fong temt investmants 446,000 448,0001 up of all its fived assets and long lerm investments as at
and #5sels _ | 31 March,
1. Total borrowings . The outstaridling capltal balance as &t 31 March of all loans
34,100 31,900 from thire parties (incluling PWLB)

the :
above e
exclude any trust kansactions”? : ;

figires  in
statamenis

" Do
ascaunting

the

H

For guidance refer Io the Praciitioners' Guide sections 2.97 to 2.33,

[ cartify that for the year ended 31 March 2026 the Accounting
Statements in this Annual Govetnance and Accountability
Return have beeh prepared on either a receipts and payments
of income and expenditure basis following the gutdance in
Governanae and Accountability for Smaller Authorities —
Practitioners' Guide to Proper Practices and prasent fairly
the financial position of this authority.

Sigried by Respongible Financial Officer bofore being
prasented to the authority for approval.

Date

| confirm that these Accounting Statemants were
approved by this authority on this date:

(7 tfrog

as racordad in minute reference;

g“‘"{m :f @-1 g‘h

Bigned by Chair of the mesting whare the Accounting
Statementﬁw B approvesd
¥ I
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